STATE OF MAI NE

IN THE YEAR OF OQUR LORD TWO THOUSAND AND THREE

JO NT RESCLUTI ON SUPPCRTI NG WELL- MANAGED FORESTS AND
SOUND FOREST PRODUCTS PROCUREMENT SYSTEMS

VWHEREAS, the Maine Legislature recognizes the inportant progress
many of Miine's forest |andowners have made in inplenenting the
standards of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and the Forest
St ewar dshi p Council; and

WHEREAS, the owners of over 6,000,000 acres of Miine forest |and
have received i ndependent 3rd-party certification of managenent of
their | ands under one or both of these systens; and Miine's forest
i ndustry contributes annually over $5, 000,000,000 to the State's
econony and directly enploys nearly 30,000 people, and the public
has a justifiable and legitimate interest in the future vitality
of Maine's forest-based econony; and

WHEREAS, the practice known as liquidation harvesting is
inconsistent with the goals and objectives of the Sustainable
Forestry Initiative and the principles and criteria of the Forest
St ewar dshi p Council; and

WHEREAS, the practice of liquidation harvesting, however |imted,
di m nishes the public image of the forest industry and endangers
the social license to practice responsible forest nmanagenent; and

VWHEREAS, one of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative' s objectives
is to broaden the practice of sustainable forestry by cooperating
with forest |andowners, wood producers, consulting foresters and
program participants' enployees who have responsibility in wood
procurenent and |andowner assistance prograns and one of its
performance mneasures states that program participants shal
clearly define and inplenment their own policies to ensure that
mll inventories and procurenent practices do not conprom se



WHEREAS, wood procurenent policies have great potential to serve
as a market-based solution to the problem of liquidation
harvesting; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED: That We, the Menbers of the One Hundred Twenty-first
Legi sl ature now assenbled in the First Regular Session, on behalf
of the people of the State of Miine, encourage the Sustainable
Forestry Initiative's state inplenentation committee and other
appropriate bodies to encourage the developnent of purchasing
policies by program participants that will reduce the anmount of
wood originating from |liquidation harvesting operations that is
purchased or brokered by Mine's forest products industry; and be
it further

RESCOLVED: That a simlar process be undertaken by the Forest
St ewardshi p Council and businesses that it certifies; and be it
further

RESCOLVED: That the State's forest products industry be
encouraged to be vigilant in its efforts to obtain wood only from
suppliers who have conducted responsible harvests that do not
conprom se the ability of the land to support a forest industry in
the future.



